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My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of DICK JENEVEIN 





This photo was taken by the once-in-a-lLifetime happening . 
of being at the right place at the right time. It was the 
last day of regular service on the Sacramento Northern Railway, 
June 30, 1941, and I was taking sictures all over the line. 

I came back to 40th & Shafter to get a picture of the last 
Number Twelve and when it pulled in from San Francsco with 
the 1015 on the head end, the light was fine and everything 
was right. However, for some reason I do not know, the 1015 
was unceupled anc swite'e? over to the westbound track and 
th. 1016 brought in and coupled on. And there it was -- 

two of tre *“inest interuroan cars in the country sitting 
for a portrait side by sice. ! took it, of course, and 

was certainly gratified »y the results. Composition and 

all other fartors seemer to meet at one time and the picture 
turned out won’erfully. And now, with the SNRy abandoned 

so far as' passenger service is concerned, this picture 
really tells a story of a byrone day, and I think it tells it 
weil. There is something about the Sacramento "Short Line" 
that touches the heart of every railfan and I believe this 
picture brings something ot tat spirit back. 


Tractionally yours, 


Diek eo 


e 
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Bay Area Electric Railfan Assocation's Sacramento Northern 1005 on Shafter Avenue at 
College in Berkeley, California, 1952. Addison Laflin Photograph 

THE VALLEJO & NORTHERN AND OTHER 
ELECTRIC RAILROADS OF SOLANO COUNTY 


By Addison Laflin Jr. 





The present day Willotta Branch of the Sacramento Northern 
from Russell to Vacaville Junction represents the only portion of 
main line trackage ever constructed by the VALLEJO & NORTHERN, an 
electrie railway that was projected between Vallejo and West Sac- 
ramento; a distance of 58.15 miles. It is rather ironic to note, 
however, that the Vallejo & Northern as an operating company was 
only a street car line in Sacramento from Front and M Streets, via 
M Street (now Capitol Avenue), 8th, “Eye" and 19th to 19th and J. 
The Vallejo & Northern secured the franchise for this street car 
line in September, 1907, but the cars did not start running until 
November 15, 1911, Four street cars of the so-called Los Angeles 
standard type were used, Three were owned-by the Northern Elec- 
tric and were painted that company's orange, while one was painted 
dark green and was lettered "Vallejo & Northern" "1", 

Ail the crews assigned to this service wore Vallejo & Northern 
badges, but by 1914 the Northern Electric had taken over the line 
as its own and Vallejo & Northern #1 was repainted orange as North- 
ern Electric #28, 

The Vallejo & Northern had its beginnings in 1906, and under 
its first president, Meiville Dozier, it acquired terminal sites 
in Vacaville, Fairfield, Suisun and Vallejo. Due to the Panic of 
1907, no construction work was undertaken at that time, and it was 
not until 1909 that the company, under a new president, T.C.C. 
Gregory, began grading portions of the proposed line, Work was 
commenced at the Vallejo terminal which was just north of the 
Monticello Steamship Compan's dock, and a cut was made through a 
low hill, This cut was never to know the sound of a Vallejo & 

» Northern train, but in 1916 it was used by the Napa Valley Line 

to take its tracks off Georgia Street in Vallejo---and is still 
used-by the San Francisco & Napa Valley Railroad for its freight- 
only, diesel-operated line between Napa Junction and Mare Island. be 
The Vallejo & Northern was to reach the Vaca Valley through the 
Jamison Canyon, but no work was doneon this portion of the pro- 
2osed route, 
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Sacramento Northern 103 at Colusa California. The 103 and its twin the 104 ran on 


the Vacaville Branch up to 1923 when they were returned to main line service. Photo 
is a post card from the collection of Ken Kidder. 





In the Vaca Valley, however, Vallejo & Northern construction 
crews were at work in 1911 grading what is now the Willotta branch,’ 
It was not until 1913 that tracks were actually laid. In February 
of 1913 a steam train was in operation from the Suisun dock to a 
point six miles north of Fairfield. By June of the same year the 
line had been electrified and regular service started. Equipment 
consisted of Northern Electric car 103, a combination interurban 
car, which had been sent from Chico via Southern Pacific for this 
operation, Car 103 had been built by the Cincinnati Car Company 
as a single-end, straight passenger motor for the Northern Electric 
in 1906, Along with its twin, the 104, it had been rebuilt into a 
combination moter at the Northern Electric's Chico shops in 1912, 
The 103 and later the 104 alternated handling the passenger schedul- 
es on this isolated branch up to 1923. 

While the construction crews on the line between Suisun and 
Vacaville were paid with Vallejo & Northern checks, the actual ser- 
vice, both passenser and freight, was performed from the very start 
by the Northern Electric with equipment lettered "Northern Llectric 
Railway". When cars were shopped they were shipped via Southern 
Pacific to Sacranento, For freight service the Northern Electric 
assigned its flatcar-type locomotive #701 to the branch. It was 
the Northern Electric's first locomotive and had been used to build 
most of Northern Electric's branch lines. 

By 1912 the Northern Electric openly acknowledged the Vallejo 
& Northern as its San Francisco connection, When the line was com- 
pleted it was expected that fast boats between San Francisco and 
Vallejo and speedy electric trains from Vallejo and Sacramento could 
make the trip in less than three hours, Vacaville was to be a 
branch on this line, but while the maps of 1913 showed a Vacaville 
Junction where it is today, there was no actual junction until 1930. 
From Vacaville Junction, the Vallejo & Northern projected a tangent 
track to what is now Broderick, The Sacramento & Woodland Railroad 
was organized as a subsidiary of the Vallejo & Northern though built 
by the Northern Electric managenent. It joined the main line at 

ethis point to enter Sacraricnto, 

Fairfield was a quarter of a nile east of the projected Vall- 
ejo-Sacramento main line. On the branch as built tracks extended 
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Sacramento Northern 701 at Suisun-Fairfield in 1931. The 701 performed freight 
service on the Vacaville branch until the line was connected with the main line in 
1930. Photograph by Ralph Demoro. 


south along the main line to Boynton, now known as Russell, but 
passenger service was never offered south of the Fairfield’ Junct- 
*ion wye. On the private right-of-way on the so-called “mainline” 
between Russell and Vacaville Junction and on the Vacaville branch 
the line was equipped with third-rail. In Vacaville there was a 
short stretch of overhead at the station, but in Fairfield and Sui- 
.sun, where the line ran on one of the main business strects, over- 
head catenary was used. This was supported in part by brackets and 
in part by span wires. Passenger service in Suisun ended at the 
Plaza, but the tracks continued to a dock which was located on a 
slough which was navigable by shallow draft steambers and barges. 
Freight operations, at least during the early years, saw quite a 
bit of carzo transferred between rail and water at this point, 

The tracks crossed the Southern Pacific main line at grade 
just west of the SP's Suisun-Fairfield station. The branch also 
crossed the line of the Cement Tolenas & Tidewater which served 
the Pacific Portland Cement Company's plant near Tolenas, The 
Vallejo & Northern seemed to have missed the usual drama that 
attended other attempts of electric railways to cross steam rail- 
road lines, The Southern Pacific gave no trouble, and the Cement 
Tolenas & Tidewater, much to the suprise of its operating crews, 
found the electric railway crossing one cold frosty morning in 1913. 
The Vallejo & Northern crew had placed the crossing in the dead of 
night and no further objection seemed to have been made. The Nor- 
thern Electric Railway's Suisun-Vacaville Branch employees’ time- 
table of 1915 instructed all trains to come to a full stop at these 
crossings and be flagred over by the conductor or flagnan. 

The Northern Electric schedules for the branch called for 
four trains daily each way between Suisun and Vacaville with an 
additional train each way on Saturday nights. This schedule saw 
—— change until the end of passenger service on the branch in 

26. 

The doom of the Vallejo & Northern project was foretold with 
coming of the Oakland & Antioch Railway in 1909 which in 1912 was 
to become the Oakland, Antioch & Eastern, The construction of 
the line to Sacramento came as a suprise to the Northern Electric 
as the OA&E had deliberately surveyed a line between Pittsburg 
and Stockton as a blind, 
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San Francisco-Sacramento Railroad 1051 on the Vanville Branch. The 1051 also ran on 
the Dixon Branch along with the 1002 during 1915-16, 


The Vallejo & Northern and the Oakland & Antioch were not 
the oniy ones to contemplate the construction of an electric line 
between San Francisco and Sacramento for early in 1911 the Sacra- 
mento Short Line Railway was to be incorporated by the United ' 
Properties Company which then controlled the Key Route. This line 
should not be confused with the OA& whose successor, the San 
Francisco-Sacramento Railroad, called itself the "Sacramento Short 
Line". 

The proposed Sacramento Short Line was really a rather long 
route running from Oakland to Richnond, then crossing from Point 
San Pablo to Marin County and around San Pablo Bay to Napa Junct- 
ion thense via the Vallejo & Northern's route to Sacramento, The 
line was never to be more than a promoter's dream. The San Fran- 
cisco-OVakland Terminal Railways (Key Route) did map a line in 1912 
to Sacramento via the route taken by the Oakland Antioch & Eastern, 
but the OA&E which kept is secret well, built the only line between 
San Francisco and Sacranento,. 

In 1913 Melville Dozier, original President of the Vallejo 
& Northern, again appeared on the electric railway scene as head 
of the Sacramento Valley West Side Electric Railway which was to 
build from Dixon Junction (now called Olcutt) through Woodland 
to Marysville. This line was not destined to be completed, but 
did grade a line fron Dixon Junction to Dixon. The company leased 
rails from the Oakland Antioch & Eastern to lay on the right of 
way and leased the line back to the OA&E for oneration as its Dixon 
Branch, The OA&& had planned to use the rails on an extension of 
its own line to Antioch, but by the time the Dixon Branch was [fin- 
ally abandoned the right of way between Pittsburgh and Antioch had 
been lost. 

The OA&'s Dixon Branch was to see better service than the 
Northern Electric's Vacaville line for eight trains in each dir- 
ection ran over the 11.8 miles of the Dixon Branch connecting with 
OA&E main line trains between Oakland and Sacramento, In some cases 
through cars were run through between the Key Route Pier and Dixon, 

Among the earlier cars assigned to the Vixon Branch by the 
OA&E was the famed open-platform combination motor 1051, another 
car assigned to the Dixon run was the short combination 1002 famed 
for being equipped with a K controller on a 1200 volt line. While 
on the Vixon Branch it had the further distinction of having only 
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Sacramento Northern 106 at Creed in 1931. 
service on the Vacaville line in 1926, Photograph by Ralph Demoro. 


The 106 was rebuilt at Chico for freight 


one large K controller at one end; the other end having a dumny 
controller connected by chains and sprockéts to the actual contro- 
ller on the other platform. The short-lived Dixon Branch was 
equipped with catenary suspended from side brackets. Trains took 
30 minutes to make the 11.8 mile run. The Dixon Branch ran only 
during 1915 and 1916 before being abandoned, 

Back to the Northern Electric's Vacaville Branch operating 
economies in 1923 saw a street car, car 22--a Los Angeles standard 
type, rebuilt for service on the branch. This car was equipped 
for one-man operation and the interurban cars 103 and 104 were 
sent back to the main line for keeps. The 22 had one of its open 
sections built into a baggage section and the other open section 
enclosed as a smoking section, The car body, which is today off 
its trucks at Greendale on the Holland Branch, still looked like 
a Los Angeles standard. In the later 1920's there were not even 
enough passengers to pay the wages of the one-man crew so in 1926 
passenger service ended forever on the Suisun-Vacaville Branch. 
The same year former interurban combination motor 106 was rebuilt 
at the Chico shops for freight motor operations on the branch, The 
steps were removed and footboards replaced the pilots, but the car 
otherwise retained its "Big Sub" appearance. Along with the 701 
the two freight motors handled the growing freight business until 
the Vacaville branch was finally joined to the rest of the system. 

The merger of the Northern Electric system with the Oakland 
Antioch & Eastern system under the Western Pacific ownership final- 
ly resulted in the Sacranento Northern which sought to join the 
isolated Vacaville line with the rest of the system. On July 15, 
1930 nine miles of track were completed between Vacaville Junction 
and Creed on the main line. The line was electrified with 1500 
volt d.c. overhead catenary though no regular passenger service 
has ever operated over the connection, With this track in oper- 
ation, the 106 and 701 were retired from the freight business of 
the renamed Vacaville-Willotta Branch and service thereafter was 
handled by the regular 600-1500 volt Sacranento Northern motors, 
Box motors 601 and 602 also were run on the branch, 
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IMPORTANT CITIES 
NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN RALwAY 
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-1932- 


qemmemes The Western Pacific Reilrosd Compeny Existing Lines 
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The Western Pacific was credited with plans even as late as 
1932 that called for connecting the Willotta Branch with the Napa 
Valley Electric and the Petaluma & Santa Rosa Electric via the 
Jamison Canyon route, but the depression and the acquisition of 
the P&SR by the Northwestern Pacific ended all thoughts along that 
line. 

Development of the Fairfield Army Air Base during World War II 
caused the Willotta Branch to be relocated, The connection with 
the main line was changed and a new line was built between Dozier 
and Cordero with 1500 volt DC electrfied overhead, In 1947 the 
Sacramento Northern abandoned most of its third rail operation save 
for two short sections north and west of Sacramento. The third 
rail on the Vacaville-Willotta branch was removed and diesel oper- 
ation was substituted. The overhead was retained between Dozier , 
and Vacaville Junction and on September 25, 1952 the Bay Area's 
railfan special was the first passenger train to run over this 
trackage, 








Ratlwadiana Specials-- 


1953 RAILROADIAN CALENDAR FEATURES YOSEMITE VALLEY RAILROAD 





An advance copy of the 1953 railfan calendar issued 
by Railroadians of America proved to be a most welcome 
item of railroadiana, It features the Yosemite Valley 
Railroad and includes a history, roster, map and photos 
of the line's 4-4-0 type engines, It can be secured for 
50¢ from Paul Darrell, 1500 Chancellor, Richmond 5, Cal- 
ifornia, Back issues as follows are also available: 
V&T '46, D.S.P.&P. '47, N.C.N.G. '48, C&C '50, Mt Gretna 
‘51, Mt Tamalpias '52, 





1952 C.E.R.A. BULLETIN FEATURES ONIO ELECTRIC LINES 





We guessed "wrong" when we counted the CERA out when they 
announced the end of periodic publication in favor of an annual. 
The 1952 issue which arrived today is a outstanding work of 216 
pages that far outshines anything published todate by any railfan 
organization, It features the Electric Railroads of Ohio includ- 
ing the strect car lines in the fine manner which we have cone to 
expect of CLRA. There is no price listed, but it wouldn't hurt 
to inquire of Central Electric Railfan's Association, P.O, Box 503, 
Chicago 90, Illinois, 
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Santa Fe diesel-electric railcar M-181 on its first day of service on trains 42-45 


between Los Angeles and San Bernardino 10/23/52 at San Bernardin 
prey Rennie /23/, © as photographed by 


BAMBERGER ENDS ARSENAL TRAIN October 24th saw the last Arsenal 
train over the Bamberger Electric. 
Our previous comment regarding this run should have read that the 
distance between Ogden and Arsenal is 6 miles. None of the cars 
have been scrapped, but about half the 300's have been stripped of 
electrical equipment, Overhead hus been removed from Salt Lake 
to North Salt Lake, but line intact north of that point and juice 
was still on 11/1/52. 


WESTERN PACIFIC SCRAPS 








Purdy Company has scrapped the following former Western Pac- 
ific steam locomotives at its South San Francisco yard: 256 (6/12), 
253 (8/1), 254 (7/14), 256 (6/19), 258 (7/1), 259 (10/15), 260 
(11/19), 406 (9/12) and 407 (8/28). Hyman Michaels scrapped the 
402 at its San Francisco yard on &/20. All dates 1952, 

Western Pacific extended its CTC system from Wendover to Delle 
Utah on November 14th and expects to have full CTC operation betw- 
een Oakland and Salt Lake City by the first of 1953! The western 
division (Oakland-Portola) will be centrolled by three machines at 
Sacramento while the eastern division (Portola-Salt Lake City) will 
be controlled by two machines at Elke, Nevada, 


COWELL AUCTION The locomotives sold at the auction of the former 
Cowell Portland Cement plant included BayPoint & 
Clayton #1, Cowell Cement #2, ex-State Belt #6--all 0-6-0's and 
narrow gauge (42") 0-4-0T's 3, 4, 5 and 6, -- Victor DuBrutz 
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SOUTHERN PACIFIC SYSTEM 





The item last month on the San Francisco-San Jose service points 
up the fact that in 1946 the comaute trains operating in the peak 
hours from 4:05 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. provided 8736 seats. ‘Today between 
the same peak hours 13,104 seats are provided---an increase of 50% 
in the last seven years, 

Although the Northwestern Pacific has not been noted of late for 
its outstanding passenger service, it is credited with a "first" on 
the S.P. system. Diesel 5308 has been placed in service on the sou- 
thern division going up on Train j4 and returning on Train #3 the 
same evening. It is a passenger unit, but resembles the 5200 frei- 
ght diesels save for the fact that it operates with the cab end 
forward, It is an Electro-Motive unit equipped with a boiler unit 
for passenger work. It is reported that the S.P. plans to have most 
of its mail and small trains powered with this type of unit---for 
example Trains 55 and 56, the San Joaquin mail train. 

The following Southern Pacific system engines have been scrapped 
since the last listing: 


1146 Los.Angeles 10/27/52 2656 Bayshore 9/2/52 
1263 .Sacramente 7/15/52 2669 Bayshore 8/15/52 
1283 Bayshore 8/6/52 2681 El Paso 6/6/52 
1627 Los Angeles 9/19/52 2686 Sacramento 11/12/52 
1677 Sacramento 6/9/52 2704 Bayshore 7/29/52 
1678 El Paso 3/20/52 2708 Bayshore 6/27/52 
1725 Sid Luria LA 3/31/52 2739 Los Angeles 10/21/52 
1734 Bayshore 9/11/52 2789 Bayshore 9/24/52 
1736 Sacramento 7/3/52 2832 El Paso 3/31/52 
1742 Tucson 6/19/52 2938 Portland 5/28/52 
1751 Tucson 7/29/52 3127 Los Angeles 5/14/52 
1772 Bayshore 10/8/52 3228 Sacramento 5/12/52 ’ 
1786 Los Angeles 6/6/52 3239 Bayshore 6/18/52 
2105 Phocnix 10/2/52 3254 Bayshore 5/26/52 
2382 Los Angeles 6/10/52 3256 Bayshore 4/30/52 
2407 Sacramento 9/21/52 3258 Sacramento 6/13/52 
2432 Sacramento 9/5/52 3309 Sacramento 7/31/52 : 
2436 Bayshore 6/5/52 3320 Sacramento 9/12/52 
2447 los Angeles 5/15/52 3678 El Paso 5/29/52 
2459 Sid Luria LA 3/31/52 (n.g.) 17 Portland 4/10/52 
2532 Bayshore 7/9/52 NWP 179 Tiburon 8/4/52 
2625 Bayshore 7/18/52 NWP 180 Tiburon 9/21/52 


The following engines have been transferred to the former 
SP de Mexico lines now owned by the Mexican Government: 

1826 (8/4/52); 2318 (7/25/52); 2329 (7/12/52); 2332 (9/5/52) 

The following engines have been returned to the Pacific Lines 
by the Texas & New Orleans and renumbered back as 3732, 3742 and 
3743. 

The following engines were leased by the S.F. during July due 
to the Tehachapi tie-up: Denver & Rio Grande Western dicsels 5461, 
5491, 5571, 5591 and 5621; Trona R.R. steam 2701; Santa Fe diesels 
203, 228, 236, 242, 247, 268 and 286 (all 4-unit save 286 which is 
a 2-unit}; Western Pacific diesels 914A, 918C, 9248, 916A, 9161, 
921C, 918D and 924A, 


: The following 4-8-4's were leased from the Cotton Belt (st 
Louis & Southwestern) the early part of August and are still in 
service on the Rio Grande Division: 801, 802, 804, 805, 807, 808, 
809, 815, 817 and 818, 

: The following 4-8-4's were leased from the Texas & New Orleans 
in October and are operating on the Rio Grande and Tucson vVivis- 
ions: 705, 707, 708 and 709, 

State Belt Railroad of California diesel switchers 20 and 21 
have been leased for work in and about Bayshore yards, 

The following additions to the Pacific System roster have been 
oate by 4995 ag the a & New Orleans: 1283 (ex-140), 
2 ex- 1+ 1296 (ex-146 1297 (ex-165 4509 (ex-855 and 
4510 aa? ‘ ' » ' odie 
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TOP: MW 300-302, inspection train, at Bancroft, Calif., 
February 28, 1945. 

MIDDLE: MW 302-300, inspection train, at West Pittsburg. 
BOTTOM: MW 300-302, inspection train, at st Mary's 
College. All photos by Dudley Thickens. 
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SACRAMENTO NORTHERN TRAINS taken between’ Oakland a onco 
during 1959 by wilbur C. whittaker. oe - 
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